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Why Dogs
‘Chews’ Langley
Doggies never fail to appreciate dog-friendly Langley Castle’s bow-wow
factor, knowing they’ll be treated like canine kings and queens from the
moment their posh paws step foot inside the weighty castle door.
Langley Castle is a dog-friendly hotel like no other, giving Fido over 660
years of incredible history to get his teeth into. The castle staff just love
playing their part in dog-friendly breaks in Northumberland, which is
why they’ve put this booklet together.
As one of the truly dog-friendliest hotels in Britain, we like to make a
real fuss of our doggy visitors and their companions or pet parents and
we love to see good behaviour by all!
Read on to find out why Langley Castle and wider Northumberland are
the perfect choice for your dog friendly staycation or weekend getaway.
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Poochy Déjeuner
Dog Friendly Breaks
Langley Castle offers doggies what we call our Poochy Dèjeuner breaks. Your four-legged
friend – and you, of course – can stay in a selection of dog-friendly rooms within our
Castle View accommodation, situated in the grounds, just a short doggy stroll away from
the main castle building.
The more relaxed rooms here, in what used to be a stable block, suit a dog’s needs to a
tee and will cost fewer pennies than those in the main castle. You just need to ring us on
01434 688888, to book a dog friendly room in advance, so we can make sure that’s what
you get.
Meanwhile, for a cost of £25 per night, your doggy can have its own super-comfy dog bed
and tuck into a breakfast treat of Scrumptious Sausages and Scrambled Egg, plus fresh
water from our doggy water bowl.
All we ask is that paws and paunches are kept off beds, sofas and chairs during the stay
and that your doggy stays on its own bed, rather than lounging or sleeping on these.
And, of course, we want you to get the maximum time with your dog during your stay.
It’s their holiday too, so please don’t leave them alone in the room.
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Where Can Your
Pooch Venture?
Just because you aren’t staying inside the castle, doesn’t mean you can’t
come into it with your canine pal. We let doggies enjoy the warmth of
the roaring log fire in our drawing room, or the sunlight that cascades
around this room in summer. You can enjoy our relaxed dining menu
here, whilst your best pal lays by your side.
You can also have your breakfast with your doggy in this beautiful
chandelier-lit drawing room, so your four-legged friend will know all
about life within our impressive seven-foot thick walls.
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Sniffing Out History
We don’t want you to miss anything during your stay, so are happy for you to bring your dog
on our Battlements Tour ( https://www.langleycastle.co.uk/en/castle-tours/ ), rather than
leaving your furry friend in the car or room.
This brilliant tour takes place daily, just after the serving of our sumptuous Northumberland
breakfasts has ended. With the help of our guide, as well as our informative video, you can
understand everything around you much better and fully appreciate what we describe as the
‘hairy history’ of Langley Castle, rich in intrigue, passion and tales of love. You can find out
more about that, by downloading our Hairy History booklet here.
https://www.langleycastle.co.uk/en/history-for-kids/
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Doggy Scents
of Place
A truly uplifting holiday experience is all about invoking
all of our senses, to make sure we fully appreciate the
landscape. And why should dogs not get this pleasure too?
To help them have the best possible time, we’ve created our
Doggy Scents of Place suggestions, listing seven things that
dogs and pups won’t be able to resist sniffing out, as they
wander, exploring the 10 acres of grounds at their disposal
here.
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Doggy Scents of Place Guide
1.

Take your dog to the area under the trees by the car
park and let them sniff out conkers and the scent of
rabbits that run around the grassed banks.

2.

In Spring, lead them off to the area near to the Woodland Wedding grove and let them experience the joyous aroma of bluebells and wild garlic.

3.

Your doggy will love to get on the trail of the scent of
our resident peacocks, but do make sure that you don’t
allow them to chase after them or upset them. Maybe
let your pal have a good sniff once the peacocks have
moved on somewhere else.

4.

Head into our wooded areas and let your doggy enjoy
the aromas of the bracken that you will find in many
places.

5.

There’s plenty of bark to bark about in the Langley
grounds, so let your pooch enjoy the scent of the
different tree trunks that you encounter. There’s a
0.7-mile walk around the grounds if you wish to keep
this experience reasonably contained!

6.

With so many trees, we naturally have plenty of
squirrels who leave enticing scents all around our
grounds. No doubt you may also see some scampering
in the branches.

7.

Head off on longer 3.5-mile, 8-mile or 11-mile walks,
of which you can find details at Langley Castle’s
reception, and you should find yourself alongside
either the River Tyne or River Allen. Make sure you
keep your dog on their lead, but let them enjoy the
scents of waterside plants and mosses, if you can safely
do so.
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Travelling to
Langley Castle
with Your Dog
Many of our canine guests travel to Langley Castle by car, so
if that’s how you intend reaching us before you make your
four-legged mate king or queen of the castle, do make sure
you do your homework and plan in the stop-offs that will
allow them stretch their legs and rehydrate, as well as doing
what they need to, to relieve their bowels! If you stop at a service station, make sure that you don’t hop off and leave your
dog inside a hot car.
To give you an ideas of distances, we’ve done a bit of travel
planning for some famous dogs, so you can get a rough idea
of the time you will be on the road.
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Whilst on the road, you should consider fitting your
dog with a dog safety harness, to prevent it being
injured, or injuring passengers, should you have to
brake quickly, or escaping and running off, if you
need to stop for any reason.
As the Highway Code says that pets need to be
suitably restrained, to stop them from distracting
you, you could alternatively consider a boot gate, a
crate, or a pet carrier but do make sure this is
sufficiently sized to give your dog room to move
and don’t let them stay in a crate for more than
about 4 hours. Maybe breaking a long journey
overnight is a good way forward, if you are heading
quite some distance to enjoy the delights of Langley
Castle and Northumberland?
Don’t undertake a long journey until you have
allowed your dog to get used to travelling in a car,
by taking shorter trips.
Letting them look out of a window can help them
overcome motion sickness, but be prepared, in case
they are sick. You could see if the vet can prescribe
any travel medication, before you embark on your
adventure.

Put a few familiar toys or a blanket in the car with
your dog and pack water and a bowl, so they can
have a drink en route and stay cool.
If you have a window open, make sure they can’t
jump out of it, or stick their head right out. If the
air-con is on, don’t have it blowing straight into
their face.
Get your doggy travel plans right and everyone can
have fun at Langley, the minute they sweep up our
magnificent drive and pull up at our door.
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Dog-friendly places to
visit and things to do
in Northumberland
If heading out for a day with your doggy, there are some great options
for you to enjoy, including:
• Mooching around Hadrian’s Wall – just a short car ride away
• Venturing into the Kielder Water and Forest Park
• Exploring the Northumberland National Park
• Getting the wind in the fur on one of Northumberland’s
incredible beaches.

Photo: Housesteads Fort
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Roman Rambles

Photo: Cawfields

Walking in the footsteps of Hadrian and his foot soldiers is
easy to do for dog and owner within the wide open spaces
found along the wall and some iconic spots such as Sycamore
Gap, which featured in Kevin Costner’s ‘Robin Hood Prince of
Thieves’ movie. You could even walk there from Hexham
visitor centre, if you felt you and your pooch wanted a longer
stroll.
But there is other Roman heritage to explore with your pooch.
At Cawfields, you can also see one of the best preserved
sections of Hadrian’s Wall and take in fantastic views with your
dog. Meanwhile, they might enjoy breathing in the mountain
pansies, chives and thyme in the undergrowth, or watching
skylarks or curlew … maybe even a kestrel. If you fancy a lot
of exercise, you can actually walk to Cawfields all the way from
The Sill, using a footpath that you can follow all the way.
At Chesters Roman Fort – a Roman cavalry fort.- you can see
well-presented Roman baths, steam room and Roman objects
and dogs on leads are welcome.
The same welcome can be found at Housesteads Fort, with its
stunning panoramic views and high escarpment setting. Here,
you can see Roman altars, dedication stones, tools, jewellery
and weapons inside the museum. Although your doggy can’t

go inside that part of the fort complex, the site has loops in the
museum walls, to which dogs can be tied whilst owners look
around and it also supplies water bowls, to keep dogs hydrated.
Birdoswald Fort also welcomes dogs on leads (outside) and the
same is true for Corbridge Roman Town.
If you follow a Breamish Valley Hillfort Trail, you can spend about
2.5 hours, travelling 4km over moderately challenging ground,
and visit two hillforts – Brough Law and Ingram Hill – as well as
seeing the Turf Knowe Burial Cairn.
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Kielder Water and
Forest Park
Dogs are welcome in this forest, renowned for its dark skies and
stargazing opportunities, as well as all those sticks that dogs just love
to chase!
Whilst they can be off-lead in the open spaces, owners need to
remember that walkers, cyclists and children use the forest, so they
need to keep a watchful eye on how their pooch is behaving around
others. They also need to be confident that their dog will return to
them, if it heads into the forest on the trail of something or other!
At the three visitor centres, dogs do need to be popped back on to the
lead and poop does need to be scooped, of course.
Various trails are available and popular ones for dog walkers tend to
be the Duke and Duchess trails. The former will take about 90
minutes and starts at the Kielder Castle visitor centre. It can be followed by following blue waymarkers and takes walkers through the
castle grounds and woodlands.
Starting from the same spot is the two-mile Duchess trail, again
through shady woodland.
You can also walk around the UK’s biggest man-made lake, choosing
your section from the 18-mile circular route around it – the
Lakeside Way – and maybe calling into the Boat Inn Restaurant for
some refreshment.
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Nosing Around
Northumberland
National Park
Dogs can explore the heaven that the Northumberland National
Park provides across its 1050 sq km area, even going for a paddle
in crystal clear streams and rivers.
There are a range of planned walks that you and your dog can take,
according to your levels of fitness and stamina, so you can choose
what suits you best. The Rothbury Riverside Walk, in beautiful
Coquetdale, is an easy one-hour, 1.5-mile (2.4km) walk, for
instance. At the other end of the scale, you have the chance to visit
three RAF crash sites with your dog, on a strenuous three-hour
Dunsdale to West Hill walk through the Cheviots, which covers
five miles (8km).
Details of all 12 of the dog-friendly walks in the Northumberland
National Park can be found here https://www.northumberlandnationalpark.org.uk/things-to-do/get-active-outdoors/walking/walking-routes/?fwp_dog_friendly=yes
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Northumberland
Beaches
Many of Northumberland’s beaches are dog
friendly places to visit and enjoy with your pooch
and you can reach the coast in an hour, with travel
time dependent on where you wish to go.
Bamburgh Beach is a popular one with dog
owners, with its soft sand stretching for miles and
an opportunity to walk with the stunning sight of
the castle ahead of you.
Nearby too is Seahouses beach, which may have
the added attraction of being able to hop on a dog
friendly boat in the harbour and head out to the
Farne Islands.

If you want a coastal walk, why not try the Craster to Dunstanburgh Castle walk,
for an easy stroll with sea views and an incredible castle view all the way of its
4-mile stretch. Dogs on leads can also enter the castle areas and explore the
ruins. Alternatively, walk from dog-friendly Beadnell to Craster.

A quieter place to visit with your pooch, if you
want some solitude, may be Budle Bay.

Wherever you take your dog, you should be a responsible owner and do what
is right for the local area and its wildlife. Never leave your litter or dog poop
behind and follow all the other rules of the Countryside Code https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/1014038/countryside-code-summary.pdf

Druridge Bay Country Park, next to the village of
Amble, will also have Fido wagging his tail with
its three miles of sand beach, dunes, lake strolls
and woodland walks, whilst Spittal beach, towards
Berwick-on-Tweed, has miles of sand and dog
bins for your use.

Northumberland is a very rural and stunningly beautiful county and you and
your dog should not leave any negative paw or footprints on its
landscape. That way, it will still be as awe-inspiring when you return.
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Seabird and
Seal Safety
Always make sure that your dog cannot disturb
nesting sea birds or resting seals, even when on
a lead. Keep a respectful and safe distance and
let these creatures, often stopping off here to
bring up their young, do just that.
Observe any nature notices relating to dog
zones or exclusion areas and heed the warnings
of rangers. Much as you love your dog, he or she
will have natural instincts to chase other
wildlife, so literally rein him or her in, when
other creatures are around.
A walrus was spotted in Seahouses in late 2021.
We’re not sure whether it was the now famous
‘Wally the Walrus’, but should you be lucky
enough to spot Wally, or his native cousin, do
keep you doggy away!
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Other Places to
Take Your Dog

Photo: Norham Castle

Some other dog-friendly places you might wish to
explore in Northumberland are:
• Hexham Old Gaol – family pets are welcome to visit the

earliest purpose-built prison in England, with lots of information about life on the border
• Bolam Lake Country Park – great walks for dogs on leads
around lake and grassed areas; just be mindful of the local roe
deer, squirrels and nuthatches
• Allen Banks and Staward Gorge (National Trust) – miles of
tranquil paths for dogs on a lead, who can run free once in the
woods, chasing sticks!
• Allan Banks and the Morralee Tarn walk – just watch out for
the red squirrels!
• Cragside House & Gardens (National Trust) – dogs on leads
welcome in outdoor areas, shop and tearooms at this pioneering
Victorian mansion
• Norham Castle – dogs on leads welcome in the ruined castle
with big grassy mounds and great views over the River Tweed
• Northumberlandia: the lady of the north – dogs on leads
and poop scooping pet parents welcome at this stunning piece
of public art set in a 46-acre community park and four miles of
footpaths around the land form of a reclining lady.
• Black Middens Bastle House – dogs on leads welcome but
beware livestock and steep drops

• Belsay Hall Castle & Gardens – dogs on leads can explore 30
acres of gardens but cannot go into the hall or castle. They will
still love gardens like the Rhododendron Garden and the exotic
Quarry Garden.
• Aydon Castle – dogs on leads welcome at this 13th century
English manor house with secluded woodlands
• Paxton House – dog-friendly tea room and dog walks around
the estate
• Brinksburn Priory – 12th century church and woodland with
scenic walks for dogs on leads
• Edlingham Castle – dogs on leads can explore the riverside
ruins of the 14th century manor house
• Etal Castle – welcomes dogs on leads
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Looking After
Your Dog in
Northumberland
Preventing loss
Whilst you are enjoying your holiday with your pet in Northumberland, make sure you keep them safe.
Dogs can easily run off in new ‘territory’, or slip a collar in their excitement, so try to get your dog microchipped before you travel. That
way, your contact information can be found and your dogs medical
conditions will be accessible.
Remember that dog theft is on the increase, so try not to leave your
dog alone or allow them to be lured away. Keeping them on their
lead, with you at all times, makes a lot of sense, unless you are absolutely sure they cannot be taken or enticed away from you.

Tick and plant safety
Grassy and wooded environments unfortunately come with a risk of
ticks, the bites of which can be harmful to dogs, as well as irritating.
Before your holiday, you would be well advised to consider some tick
prevention treatment and make tick treatments a regular part of your
pet care regime. You should also pack a tick hook, with which you
can extract any ticks that you find.
Ticks are another good reason to keep your dog on a lead, keeping
them on pathways and away from overhanging vegetation, rather than

allowing them to run through long grass.
Check your pet after you’ve been out and about, working up each leg first,
from the paws. Then check the body and belly, head, ears and groin. Push
fur both ways, to try to spot any ticks that have attached themselves. Any
small bumps could suggest there is a tick.
If you find a tick, try not to touch it with bare skin and use your tick hook
to extract it, to try to ensure the mouth parts of the tick are not left behind.
If you are close to the shore, you may be in an area of the Northumberland
coast where pirri-pirri bur grows. These burs can be a nightmare if they
tangle in a dog’s fur and can lead to your dog having to be shaved. Again,
keep your dog away from such hazards, through use of a lead.
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Looking After
Your Dog in
Northumberland
Sun, heat and beach safety
Dogs can get just as hot and sunburnt as we do, so don’t forget to pack the doggy
suncream. Remember that only mad owners and their dogs go out in the midday
sun and that you should not venture out in hot weather without plenty of water for
both yourself and your pooch. You might wish to invest in a jacket that can carry
ice packs, if it is likely to get quite hot.
On the beach, be mindful of sea conditions and any warnings about rip tides.
Don’t allow your dog into the water, if there is any danger of them being dragged
out to sea or swimming out too far and be just as mindful when it comes to fast
flowing rivers. In winter, do not allow dogs to venture on to icy lakes or water
masses, keeping them on their lead.

Veterinary Care Near Langley Castle
Should your dog need attention from a vet during their stay at Langley Castle, there are some local veterinary surgeons on hand. Here are some suggestions,
in alphabetical order:
Capontree Veterinary Centre, 4 Station Court, Haltwhistle, NE49 9HN, 01434 320705 – www.capontreevets.co.uk
Hadrian Vets, Dene Avenue, Hexham, NE46 1HJ, 01434 602703 – www.hadrianvets.co.uk
Old Stone Vets, 7 Allenmill, Allendale, Hexham, NE47 9EA, 01434 700060 – www.oldstonevets.com
Orchard House Veterinary Centre, 48 Priestpopple, Hexham, NE46 1PQ - 01434 607677 – www.orchardhousevets.com
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The Langley Castle Doggy Pawsport
Bring a copy of this Doggy Pawsport to reception, during your stay at Langley Castle, and your dog will be given a special treat.
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The Doggy King or Queen of the
Castle Certificate
Every dog who stays at Langley Castle is entitled to a Doggy King or Queen of the Castle
certificate, to prove they snoozed in England’s most authentic medieval castle hotel. To make
sure your pooch gets theirs, just ask at reception, provide their name and have their certificate
completed.
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How to Ensure
Your Warm Doggy
Welcome
Read all about Langley Castle Hotel and its Castle View
dog-friendly accommodation at www.langleycastle.co.uk
and then call us on 01434 688 888, to book your Castle
View dog-friendly room.
The team at Langley Castle look forward to welcoming both
you and your dog and together treating you to lots of canine
castle capers.

